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SIRBRINA PALMER. 

March 7, 1904.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCumber, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the 
following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany H. R. 5873.] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
5873) granting an increase of pension to Sirbrina Palmer, have examined 
the same and report: 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the House of 
Representatives, hereto appended, is adopted and the passage of the 
bill is recommended. 

The House report is as follows: 
The father of the beneficiary served in Company I, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, from 

August 15, 1862, to June 16, 1865, when honorably discharged, and died May 21, 
1902. 

His widow, Sirbrina Palmer, now 61 years of age, who married him on July 14, 
1861, is now pensioned under the act of June 27, 1890, at $8 per month upon proof 
that she was dependent within the meaning of the act of May 9, 1900. 

The son, William E., was born July 7, 1866, and inasmuch as he was over 16 years 
of age at the time of his father’s death he can not obtain title to pension in the Pen¬ 
sion Bureau.* 

From proof filed with your committee it appears that his son has been helpless 
since his birth, has never been able to walk nor in any way to help or to care for 
himself, his mental ability also being blighted, and that from infancy he had to be 
cared for like a little child and had to be supported by his mother, who herself is in 
poor health, with no means of support except the pension of $8 per month. 

Mr. Crumpacker’s statement filed with your committee shows that he saw this 
son a little over a year ago; that he can not walk a step and is so affected with nerv¬ 
ousness that he can not even feed himself; that he is drawn all out of shape and 
can hardly talk so as to be understood, and that he requires the constant care and 
attention of his mother. 

Your committee is of the opinion that the pension of the mother of the child, who 
is burdened with its care, should be increased to aid her in the support of her afflicted 
son, and the passage of the bill is therefore recommended. 
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